501 - And it's narrated from Abl Said al-Khudrlf^ ,j) & AbT Hurayrah(<^ j) 
that they said: The Messenger of Allah(,A- j aj!& ail said: "Remind your dead[dying ones] 

to say, La ilaha ila Allah". Narrated by Muslim^' j) and the "Four"[i.e. SahTh Sittah 
except for Bukhari]. 

Sharh of Shaykh al-’Allamah Sulayman ibn Nasir al-'Alwan(^' dak); 

This report is narrated by Imam Muslim^ j) in his SahTh, so he said "Abu Kamil al- 
Fudhayl ibn Hussaynf^' j) narrated to us, he said we were informed by Bishr ibn al- 
Mufaddalf^ j), he said it was narrated to us by ’Amarah ibn Ghazyah(^' <■*=>• j), he said it 
from Yahya ibn ’Amarah^' j) from Abl Said al-KhudrI(^ J) from the 

Prophetic j ajL ill cs-La)." 

And Imam Muslim^ j) narrated it in his SahTh from the chain of Yazld ibn Kisyan( j 
ii') from Abl Hazimf^ j) from Abl Hurayrah(^ j) from the Prophet( -SjA ail LS I^> 

And Imam Ahmad^' j) and the Ahlal Sunan all narrated it from the chain of ’Amarah ibn 
Ghazyah(ii' j) from Yahyah ibn ’Amarah^' j) from Abl Sa’idG-^ j). 


The Prophet's saying: {Remind your dead to say] This is a command, and by principle, 
commands are held upon being obligatory, except that the Scholars held this report as being a 
recommendation, for an Ijma' has been agreed upon in this[i.e. Recommendation], or else it 
would've been taken as an obligation, and the Scholars differed regarding this reminder, it's 
said that this reminder is when he's on his death bed, and this is the saying of the Majority of 
the Muhaqiqln from the people of knowledge, and some of them said that this reminder is 
after burying them, to say la ilaha ila Allah, so he remembers what he died upon, and this 
saying has weakness to it, and what's correct is the first saying. What affirms this is what has 
been narrated by ibn Hibban(^' j) in his SahTh "So whoever’s last words were La ilaha ila 
Allah, he will enter Jannah", so this affirms and supports the first saying, and that it's to be 
said on his deathbed, so that the one on his death bed can benefit from this and say this great 
word, and as for saying it after he dies, then this is an innovation in the religion according to 
the correct view, and by the will of Allah(Ac. j J^), we will go through this issue in its proper 
place. 

And some of the scholars recommended refraining from ordering the one on his death bed to 
say these words, so it shouldn't be said to him "Say La ilaha ila Allah", rather you should 
remind him of it, so that it can appear to him, or to remind him of some of the narrated 
Hadlths regarding the virtues of whoever says it. And the reason for this is so it doesn’t worry 
him, and the one present doesn’t shock him by not being able to say it. 

As for the Kafir, if he was upon his deathbed, it can be said to him "Say La ilaha ila Allah" as 
the Messenger] ,A- j -uk. ail did with his uncle Abl Talib, in the Sahlhayn & other than it 
from the Hadlth of Said al-Musayyib(y^ j) from his father, he said "when I was present 
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with Aba Talib on his deathbed, the Prophet(<d^ j aJc. ill came to him and with him was 
’Abdullah ibn Umayyah & Abu Jahl, so he said to him: {O uncle, say La ilaha ila Allah.... till 
the end of the Hadlth} " 

So the Prophet (A*- j ^ ordered him to say it, because if he died without saying it, he 

would eternally remain in the hcllfi re for entemity, and this is the reality regarding Abl Talib, 
we ask Allah(^c j Ja.) for peace and good health. 

With regards to a muslim, then it differs to the Kafir in this issue, because if you ordered him 
to say La ilaha ila Allah, it's possible that he would grief/worry from that, taking away his 
comfort by a sin, and what's necessary is benefiting him, not harming him, and benefit occurs 
by reminding him of La ilaha ila Allah or mentioning the narrated Hadlths regarding its 
virtues near death. 

And in the Hadlth is an evidence regarding the virtues of La ilaha ila Allah, and the 
Prophetic j ajL ill has made it the tenet, of which Imam Ahmad(^' j) narrated in his 

Musnad with an authentic chain from the chain of al-NahawI(^' j) from Ash’ath ibn Abl 
al-Sha’tha’(^' j), he said it was narrated to me from a man of the children of Malik ibn 
Kinanah(^' j) that he heard the Prophet (A- j L5 ^>) going down the tracks in the 

market, he intervened saying: {O people, say La ilaha ila Allah, that you may become 
successful}, and the Prophet (A*, j ajL ill has made it the final reminder, so he 
said: {Remind your dying ones to say La ilaha ila Allah}, so that the life of the muslim can be 
built upon Tawhld and built upon the light of La ilaha ila Allah, and for the muslim to know 
the significance of turning towards Tawhld, and to know the importance of Tawhld [that 
needs] to be installed within the souls of mankind, verily Tawhld takes the slaves [of Allah] 
from being enslaved to the creation towards the mandated servitude [towards the worship of 
Allah], 

And also the Hadlth has another proof regarding the virtues of saying this great word on the 
deathbed, and we extract from the Hadith that even if there was a word to be said on the 
deathbed which is greater than La ilaha ila Allah, the Prophet}^ j aJe. M would've said 

it, which is why it has been narrated in al-Tirmidhl from Jabirp^- j) that the 
Prophet (A*- j ajL ill said: {The greatest remembrance is La ilaha ila Allah}. And ibn 

Hibbanfi^' j) also narrated it in his Sahih. 

And the Hadlth of the companion of the Bataqah[card] is a famous Hadlth narrated by Imam 
Ahmad(^' j), al-Tirmidhi(^' j) and ibn Hibban(^' j) in his Sahih with an authentic 
chain upon the conditions of Imam Muslim}^' j) from the Hadith of 'Abdullah ibn 'Amr 
ibn al-'Asp^ j) and it mentions: {There's nothing heavier/greater than the name of 
Allah}, and what is meant by the name of AllahCJ^j j here is "La ilaha ila Allah". 
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